
In 1947 Grazia Honegger Fresco was in the first class of Adele Costa Gnocchi’s 
Montessori Assistants to Infancy School and 70 years later is still at work defending 
the newborn and the youngest children. In this unique opportunity to hear 
directly from Honegger Fresco, she will explain why we must understand the 
newborn and protect him, why the second year is a decisive and critical period 
of  development,  and  how  the  environment  rich  in  exploratory  materials 
nurtures the child’s creativity and future critical thinking.

 
Friday March 6th, 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Grand Lake Montessori

466 Chetwood Street     Oakland

RSVP for this free event 
educationfrombirth@gmail.com

Saturday (9-5) and Sunday (9-1)
space limited to 13 participants 

at
CENTENNIAL MONTESSORI 

SCHOOL

Birth to Three Events - March 2020 - San Francisco Bay Area
The ‘Cosmic’ Task of the Youngest Children: 
Direct it? Accelerate it? Respect it? 
What does it all mean? *

This workshop presents a Montessori perspective on birth and the first months of 
life and is an invitation to explore the role of the person who assists a newborn and 
his or her family.

* The ‘Cosmic’ Task of the Youngest Children  and  The Newborn, a Person are based on 
articles by Grazia Honegger Fresco

The Newborn, a Person: Careful attention to every baby 
who is born and to every mother and 

father who become parents *

Workshop Fee     $150
to register contact: Lesley Neustein  (650) 867-9465  

educationfrombirth@gmail.com 

CENTENNIAL MONTESSORI SCHOOL
27 Tenth Avenue

San Mateo, CA 94401
tel: (650) 340-1230

www.cosmictask0-3.education
www.montessori-4-life.org 

 This 12-hour workshop is 
being offered  twice: 

March 7-8 
and March 14-15

A film and talk from the 28th 
International Montessori 

Congress in Prague (July 2017) 

The ‘Cosmic’ Task of 0-3’ film and talk and the Newborn, a Person workshops are 
being offered by Karin Slabaugh. In 2010 Karin went to Rome and initiated 
archival research for the history of the Montessori Assistants to Infancy School 
and  in  2012  completed  a  0-3  course  with  Grazia  Honegger  Fresco  who 
studied with Maria Montessori in 1951 in the last course she held in Rome. 

Karin moved to Italy in 2016 to devote herself to work on projects that 
defend the rights of the newborn, to learn from those who have years of 
experience working on this mission in Italy, and to develop a new training 
for people who work with families at birth and the youngest children based 
on Montessori core values and scientific pedagogy.

                                             



RSVP to  Lesley Neustein  (650) 867-9465  educationfrombirth@gmail.com                                       www.montessori-4-life.org     www.cosmictask0-3.education

 based on an article by the same name
 Friday March 6th, 2020        

 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Grand Lake Montessori

466 Chetwood Street     Oakland, California

RSVP for this free event 
educationfrombirth@gmail.com 

This film was created in collaboration with two public childcare programs in 
northern Italy, Nido di Cardano al Campo and Nido di Cassano Magnago. 

A San Francisco Bay Area showing of a film and talk from the 28th International Montessori Congress in Prague -July 2017

In 1947 Grazia Honegger Fresco was in the first class of Adele Costa 
Gnocchi’s Montessori Assistants to Infancy School and 70 years later is still 
at work defending the newborn and the youngest children. 

In this unique opportunity to hear directly from Honegger Fresco, in a 
film created with her for the 28th International Montessori Congress, 
she will explain why we must understand the newborn and protect him, 
why the second year is a decisive and critical period of development, 
and how the environment rich in exploratory materials  nurtures the 
child’s creativity and future critical thinking. 

“Maria Montessori thought that humans, like all 
species, have a task to fulfill, she called it ‘cosmic’ - 
in harmony with the cosmos - one that leads us to 
the awareness of our responsibility for the 
biosphere and the protection of all living species. 

The sensitivity to such a task is not acquired all of a 
sudden in the adult phase, rather it is constructed 
step by step by the child, beginning at birth, but 
only if we respect him and foster all of his or her 
potential. 

Just as there is a ‘cosmic’ task for six to twelve and 
for  adolescence,  this  essential  experience  for  our 
youngest children celebrates the work of the hand, 
a distinctive characteristic of being human.”

The Cosmic Task article  - GHF

The ‘Cosmic’ Task of the Youngest Children: 
Direct it? Try to accelerate it? Respect it? 

What does this all mean?   



“The newborn child must become the object of wise and knowledgeable care. Even holding a newborn requires the utmost gentleness, and she 
should not be moved except with great tenderness…  The phenomenon of the child’s helplessness at birth has been the subject of philosophical 
speculation, but it has never attracted the attention of medical practitioners, psychologists or educators. It has remained one of those self-evident 
facts one simply takes for granted. Yet much survives from this period of helplessness, locked and buried within the subconscious, and the effects 
of infancy can generate grave psychological consequences in the daily life of the child… The child thus incarnate is an embryo of the spirit, who 
must come to be able to live by herself in the environment. But like the physical embryo, the spiritual embryo must be protected by an external 
environment animated by the warmth of love and the richness of value, where the child is wholly accepted and never inhibited.”                

  Maria Montessori, the Child in the Family 

 www.montessori-4-life.org       www.cosmictask0-3.education               

This 12-hour workshop is being offered twice: 

March 7-8 and March 14-15  
Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 9-1 

workshop fee $150   

CENTENNIAL MONTESSORI SCHOOL
27 Tenth Avenue

San Mateo, California

space limited to 13 participants

 * based on an article by Grazia Honegger Fresco in an Italian language Montessori journal, Il Quaderno Montessori #7, 1986

Shifting the paradigm of how we greet the newborn

The Newborn, a Person: Careful attention to every baby who is born 
and to every mother and father who become parents *

A Montessori perspective on birth and the first months of life:  
an invitation to explore the role of the person who assists a newborn and his or her family 

Topics to be examined: 
 profound needs of a woman in labor 
 profound needs of the newly born person 
 role the environment plays in birth and birthing 
 role the environment plays in physical and psychological development 
 protection of the newborn during his first adaptation: understanding the sensitivity of the first days 
 adaptation of the new family: life together outside the womb 
 looking to Maria Montessori  for everyone who assists families and newborns  
 role that love plays: the inner transformation offered by this work  

As well as looking at these topics, we will engage in practical work, simple material making,  
discussions and small group presentations 

to register contact Lesley Neustein: (650) 867-9465 or 
educationfrombirth@gmail.com    


